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DETAILED ACTION 



Examiner notes that claims 14 and 19 have been cancelled. 



Election/Restrictions 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-7,20-21, drawn to an equalizing metering device, classified in 
class 111, subclass 1 79. 

II. Claims 8-13, drawn to an agricultural implement, classified in class 111, 
subclass 177. 

III. Claims 15-18, drawn to a method of constructing a metering system, 
classified in class 111, subclass 200. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions I and II are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in 
this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does 
not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) 
that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because the agricultural implement does 
not require the plurality of fluted metering sections to be rotatably mounted on and 
compressed together across a shaft. The subcombination has separate utility such as 
in dispensing coffee grounds. 
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3. Inventions III and I are related as process of making and product made. The 
inventions are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) that the 
process as claimed can be used to make another and materially different product or (2) 
that the product as claimed can be made by another and materially different process 
(MPEP § 806.05(f))- In the instant case, the process as claimed can be used to make 
another and materially different product that loses compression upon detaching from 
between bearing plates. 

4. Inventions III and II are related as process of making and product made. The 
inventions are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) that the 
process as claimed can be used to make another and materially different product or (2) 
that the product as claimed can be made by another and materially different process 
(MPEP § 806.05(f)). In the instant case, the process as claimed does not require the 
use of agricultural seeds or granular products. 

5. Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art in view of their different 
classification, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

6. During a telephone conversation with Mr. William Kryger on 3/6/2006 a 
provisional election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of group 1 , 
claims 1 -7 and 20-21 . It was agreed that claims 8-1 3 and 1 5-1 8 will be cancelled as 
decided in a phone conversation with Mr. William Kryger on 4/12/2006. 
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Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments, see pages 9-1 1 , filed 2/8/2006, with respect to claims 1 
and 3 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejection of claims 1-3 has 
been withdrawn. Further, arguments in regards to claims 8 and 14 are considered moot 
in view of the restriction as advanced above. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

8. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. William Kryger on 4/12/2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims: 

In claim 1, line 11 "selectively detaches and reconnects" has been changed to - 
includes means for selectively detaching and reconnecting -. 
Claims 8-13 and 15-18 have been cancelled. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Julianne Cozad whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6946. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on 571-272-7087. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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DANIEL P. STODOLA 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



